
838 TRANSPORTATION 

Motor Transport Traffic*—Surveys of motor transport traffic have been conducted 
in all provinces on a continuing basis since 1957 by means of random samples of vehicles 
selected from provincial registration records. Approximately 3 p.c. of total registrations 
were sampled for surveys of truck operations during each quarter of 1958. Commencing 
with the second quarter of that year, each quarterly sample was spread over three survey 
weeks with one-third of the sample being used for a seven-day period (Sunday through 
Saturday) per month. 

Excluding vehicles that do not perform normal transportation services, such as cranes, 
tow trucks, road building equipment, etc., the average number of trucks licensed in Canada 
during the year 1958 was 862,775. Of these, 5.9 p.c. were for-hire carriers, 23.8 p.c. were 
private intercity trucks, 35.9 p.c. were private trucks operated predominantly within 
urban areas, and 34.4 p.c. were farm trucks. One-third of the total number were registered 
in Ontario and one-half were registered in the two provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 

13.—Average Truck Population, by Type'of Operation and Province, 1958 
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No. 
16,763 

73,192 
127,701 
62,646 

No. 
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Totals 68,890 153,465 286,303 54,728 100,970 114,544 80,876 862,775 68,890 153,465 286,303 54,728 100,970 114,544 80,876 

Canadian registered trucks travelled 6,616,000,000 miles in Canada during the year, 
of which milage 20 p.c. was accounted for by for-hire trucks, 33 p.c. by private intercity 
vehicles, 32 p.c. by urban trucks and 15 p.c. by farm trucks, the most numerous of all 
vehicles. 

For-hire trucks averaged 184,700 net ton-miles per vehicle and, although amounting 
to only 5.9 p.c. of total registrations, they accounted for 60 p.c. of the total net ton-miles 
performed by all commercial trucks in Canada, a result of the comparatively high average 
yearly milage of for-hire trucks and also of the heavier average load carried (9 9 tons as 
compared with an average of 4.7 tons for all trucks). The predominance of heavier vehicles 
in the for-hire group also explains the low milage per gallon of gasoline of 6.3 as compared 
with an average of 9.7 for all vehicles. 

* Statistics are given in more detail in DBS annual reports Motor Transport Traffic Statistics for Canada and the 
provinces (Catalogue Nos. 53-207—53-214). 

14.—Summary Statistics of Truck Traffic, by Type of Operation, 1958 

For-Hire 
Private 

Total Item For-Hire 
Intercity Urban Farm 
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Average weight of goods carried 

Milage Travelled— 
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P-c. 
No. 
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